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SAN DIEGO RANE CLUB 1888-1983 : 
by Patricia A. Schaelchlin 


THE SAN DIEGO ROWING CLUB 


n the evening of June 7, 1888, a group of thirteen men 

О) sathered at Steadman’s Boathouse and formed the 

-volor Rowing Club, Steadman’s boathouse was the logical 

place ror the birth of the club, for most of the rowing activity 
O¥Sfinated here at this time. 


К. В. Steadman was the “Proprietor of the San Diego 


Boathouse” located on the Pacific Coast Steamship Wharf at - 


‘ne root of Fifth Avenue. He built and rented boats, and from 
nis boathouse and with his boats all of the early races began. 
In 1887 he had built a new boathouse, leaving the old one 
because it was “too open to the prevailing winds.” It was in 
the old boathouse that the Excelsior Rowing Club began. 


A name and a purpose 


The name would be formally changed to the San Diego 
Rowing Club, chosen to more closely identify the club geo- 
graphically in competition, on September 2, 1891.2 The change 
had been proposed as early as January 1889, and it has 
remained the club’s name to this day. (In 1921 the “San Diego 
Rowing and Athletic Club” name was suggested, but not 


adopted. The club unanimously voted to remain with their. 


traditional name. Considered mergers with the Mission Valley 
Tennis Club would have resulted in a name change also, as a 
result of a move to Mission Bay in the 1950s, but the member- 
ship also voted against this. With tenacity, the club held to its 
identification throughout the years.) 


The purpose of the club was to”... . inaugurate a series of 
aquatic sports and to have regular drill дауѕ.”3 It was not 


... formed for pecuniary profit, but is a social 
organization and is organized for the purpose of 
owning, controlling, and managing boats .. 
[апа] maintaining a club house and bathing 
place and owning and leasing property neces- 
sary therefore.* 
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“The Father of Aquatic Sports in ‚ап Diego” 

The club promoted San Diego water sports, competed 
locally and nationally, and became recognized as “The Father 
of Aquatic Sports in San Diego.” 


The organization of such a club had been talked about for 
many years. As early as February 1881 the San Diego Union 
reported: “We hope soon to report the formation of rowing 
and sailing clubs. We have the material here, both as to 


muscle, boat and harbors to make it a good thing in every 


Way....° 


It was to remain the most prominent and influential men’s 
club in San Diego for decades. Many of the members would sit 
in all levels of public office — and others were from the profes- 
sional community — but it did not exclude anyone, for the 
club saw itself as a “truly plain club, minus frills, and offering 
fellowship and a stimulating life to its members.” There was 


no hierarchical distinction, as the members, the “gabooners,” 
sunbathed together on the club’s porch, discussing world 
affairs. They were all rowers, come together for the love of the 
sport, not because of their relative status. 
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and gas fitter and a former 
| со, acted as presic 


nt tt only three Tortie leone then 
to return to San Francisco. ‚ a carpenter and a champion 
оагѕтап, came to San Dieg of rom 1 San Francisco where he had 
been a member of the S end Rowing Club. Certainly all of 
the кеп eal ae = the sixty charter members 
should be considered the founding members, for in the first 
five years of its existence members and officers came and left. 












ie beetle on sun sae с. 1930. 















Structuring the club 
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until the incorporation in 1895. In 1890, the club had been 
urged to incorporate, and again in June 1892 President E. J. 
Louis spoke of the necessity of having an identity: 


... Г assert that the club's condition will not be 
materially changed as an organization, except to 
be given an individuality, and vest it with the 
necessary power to transact its business as if it 
were an individual. 


He told the members that as the club now functioned it 


was “... powerless in the eyes of the law.” It would take 
another three years before the incorporation was finalized. 


The bylaws called for a six-month term for the officers: m р, pem 
president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary and captain. By | 4 dyn 
January 1889, a recording secretary, a sergeant-at-arms, and 
first and second lieutenant offices had been added. The 
sergeant-at-arms office was eliminated in 1897, and the six- 
month term condition, within one year. 














Competing for the Olympics 


The club competed in several Olympic finals. In July 
1928, the team consisting of Charlie Springer (stroke), Herb 
Henschel (No. 3), DeGraff Austin (No. 2), A. Wharton 
Coggeshall (bow) and Del Beekley (coxswain), with J. W. 
Fisher and Harley Knox as coaches, competed in Philadelphia 
to qualify as the American representative to Amsterdam in 
August 1928.5° The team made the finals, but lost to Harvard 
by two seconds. 


In 1932, the same team again reached the finals with Bob 
Hampton replacing DeGraff Austin as No. 2.40 


The club supported their Olympic teams, and in 1932 the 
gabooners wired their best wishes: “Just figure every fellow оп 
the sun porch this bright noon has a hold on that oar too.” The 
worst opponent for the team (and one they had feared) was the 
humidity. That, along with the “moving water” (choppy), 
contributed to their defeat. They lost to Penn Athletic Club by 
three lengths. In 1956, the club team was again affected by the 
humidity and didn’t place in the finals. 


But in 1964 Jim Storm, a club rower since his high school 
days, won an Olympic Silver № 
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Medal for Double Sculling with . 


Regattas after the war 


In 1948, after a wartime hiatus, a Spring Regatta was 
again begun and other events were sponsored, although not in 
the numbers and scope of the pre-war years. The club com- 
peted on the west coast, still a strong contender, and winning 
as before. 


The club now schedules two events a year: a spring and a 
fall championship. The races are open to all west coast oars- 
men and are held on Mission Bay. 





Olympic Team 1932 
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